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Cambridge chose ideology over
public safety. Now a city worker
is dead.
Politicians getting rid of ShotSpotter have hurt the neighborhoods they're
trying to help.
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ShotSpotter equipment in Chicago. (Charles Rex Arbogast/AP)

Prioritizing ideology over public safety has consequences. One of them
may be Xavier Bautista’s life.

In May, the City Council in Cambridge, Massachusetts, decided to
remove ShotSpotter, an acoustic gunfire detection technology, over
concerns about police surveillance in high-crime neighborhoods.
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When Bautista, a 32-year-old public works employee, was wounded on
July 4, no one called 911 to report hearing shots in the area. Authorities
believe he was shot about an hour before his body was found.

A Cambridge Police Department spokesman told local press that it’s
“plausible” the technology “could have resulted in first responders
arriving on-scene to render aid to the victim more quickly.”

Before ShotSpotter was removed, one of the sensors was at an
intersection close to where Bautista was found dead, according to the
police union.

Critics of the technology point out that it sometimes generates false
positives for gun fire. Others contend the system leads to overpolicing in
minority communities. After a 2024 report suggested that ShotSpotter is
primarily used in Black and Hispanic neighborhoods, the Bay State’s
two Democratic senators, Ed Markey and Elizabeth Warren, urged the
Department of Homeland Security to investigate its funding of the
technology.

But how exactly does it help minority residents for police to not know
when shots have been fired? Officers cannot possibly patrol every street
at every hour. If someone fires a gun outside a politician’s house, of
course they would want the cops to respond rapidly to the scene. Why
don’t their constituents deserve the same level of service from law
enforcement?

ShotSpotter technology helps first responders arrive more quickly. Over
the last decade, in Cambridge alone, the sensors flagged 11 instances of
reported gunfire that weren’t called in to police, including a drive-by
shooting and a domestic violence incident. The system is used effectively
in more than a dozen cities across Massachusetts, including Boston and
Somerville.

In response to Bautista’s killing, Cambridge Mayor Sumbul Siddiqui
(D), who voted to get rid of ShotSpotter, said that “we’ll have some next
steps.” The first should be restoring the system that might have saved
the life of one of her own employees.

19 Comments

Most read Opinions

1 Opinion Katie Roiphe

‘Throw it all out’: I inherited my parents’ stuff — and a
painful decision

2 Opinion Kathleen Parker

Lindsey Graham’s critics swarm to his light. But they don’t
know him.

3 Opinion George F. Will

Crucial questions to ask Senate candidates

4 Opinion Fareed Zakaria

The Iran war is a gift to China

5 Opinion Richard Branson

What earthquakes and prisons reveal about Venezuela
under Trump

Most read

1 Four takeaways from Trump’s prime-time address

2 Wildfire smoke will linger and spread this weekend. See which cities are
most affected.

3 Reflecting Pool peeling probably caused by application flaws, experts say

4 The death of the stick shift is almost here

5 CDC, FDA link Taco Bell lettuce supplier to multistate cyclosporiasis
outbreak

Paid Promoted Stories

Company

About The Post

Newsroom Policies & Standards

WP Creative Group

Workforce Demographics

Careers

Media & Community Relations

Accessibility Statement

Sections

Trending

Politics

Elections

Opinions

National

World

Style

Sports

Business

Climate

Well+Being

D.C., Md., & Va.

Obituaries

Weather

Arts & Entertainment

Recipes

Get The Post

WP Intelligence

Enterprise Subscriptions

Manage Your Subscription

Gift Subscriptions

Newsletters & Alerts

Washington Post Live

Reprints & Permissions

Post Store

Books & E-Books

Print Archives (Subscribers Only)

Today’s Paper

Public Notices

Contact Us

Contact the Newsroom

Contact Customer Care

Contact the Opinions Team

Advertise

Licensing & Syndication

Request a Correction

Send a News Tip

Report a Vulnerability

Terms of Use

Digital Products Terms of Sale

Print Products Terms of Sale

Terms of Service

Privacy Policy

Cookie Settings

Submissions & Discussion Policy

RSS Terms of Service

Sitemap

Ad Choices

washingtonpost.com © 1996-2026 The Washington Post

July 17, 2026 at 8:07 a.m. EDT

Today at 8:07 a.m. EDT

Advertisement

Most read Opinions

Opinion Katie Roiphe

‘Throw it all out’: I inherited
my parents’ stuff — and a
painful decision

Opinion Kathleen Parker

Lindsey Graham’s critics
swarm to his light. But they
don’t know him.

Opinion George F. Will

Crucial questions to ask
Senate candidates

View 2 more stories

NEWSLETTER DAILY

Today’s Headlines

The most important news stories of the day, curated by Post editors, delivered every morning.

Sign up

Forbes' 2026 GLP-1
Rankings Reveal a
Clear Winner
Forbes

I Refused to Believe a
Chocolate Muffin Could
Be 48 Calories. Then …
Tried One.nutritionsciencedaily.com

Ask a Pro: "How Long
Does $1.5M Last in
Retirement?"
SmartAsset

After 60, Leg Strength
Comes From One
Simple Daily Move
primenutritionfindings.com

Honey: The Greatest
Enemy of Memory Loss
(See How to Use It)
Health Weekly

12 Things Financially
Smart People Cut First
greensprout.com

Opinion | Erica Schwartz’s
confirmation hearing shows her
impossible task at CDC

FOR YOU

ahm98
Democracy Dies in Darkness

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-posts-view/
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=washingtonpost.com
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/07/16/my-parents-heirlooms-are-company-not-clutter-throw-away/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/07/16/my-parents-heirlooms-are-company-not-clutter-throw-away/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/07/17/lindsey-graham-was-senate-pragmatist-southern-gentleman/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/07/17/social-security-crisis-is-coming-do-senate-candidates-have-plan/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/07/17/how-iran-war-handed-china-strategic-windfall/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/07/17/richard-branson-venezuela-earthquakes-prisoners-should-spur-trump/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2026/07/17/trump-revives-election-fraud-claims-white-house-speech/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2026/07/17/trump-revives-election-fraud-claims-white-house-speech/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2026/07/17/wildfire-smoke-will-linger-spread-this-weekend-search-your-citys-forecast/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/interactive/2026/07/16/reflecting-pool-peeling-likely-caused-by-application-flaws-experts-say/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/transportation/2026/07/17/death-stick-shift-is-almost-here/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2026/07/16/lettuce-supplier-is-potential-source-cyclosporiasis-outbreak-investigators-say/
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/07/13/opinion/opinion-cambridge-council-shotspotter/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/newsletters/margin-of-victory/
https://rogersfuneralhome.net/1/obituaries/2193-mr-xavier-bautista
https://www.cambridgeday.com/2026/07/06/shotspotter-debate-reignited/
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2026/7/15/man-charged-cambridge-shooting/
https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senator-markey-colleagues-urge-dhs-to-investigate-federal-funding-of-shotspotter-gunshot-detection-system
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/05/19/metro/shotspotter-cambridge/?p1=Article_Inline_Text_Link
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2024/05/30/metro/cambridge-police-shotspotter/?p1=Article_Inline_Text_Link
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/07/13/opinion/opinion-cambridge-council-shotspotter/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/about-the-post/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/policies-and-standards/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/creativegroup/archive/
https://washingtonpost.com/about-the-post/workforce-demographics/
https://careers.washingtonpost.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/public-relations/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/accessibility/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/trending/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/style/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/wellbeing/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/obituaries/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/recipes/
https://wpintelligence.washingtonpost.com/
https://subscription.washingtonpost.com/enterprise/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/my-post/account/subscription/?itid=site_footer
https://subscribe.washingtonpost.com/acquisition/?p=g_v&s_l=ONSITE_FOOTER_GIFT
https://washingtonpost.com/newsletters/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/washington-post-live/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/reprints-permissions/
https://store.washingtonpost.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/photos-books/
https://www.proquest.com/?accountid=189667
https://www.washingtonpost.com/todays_paper/updates/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/classifieds/
https://helpcenter.washingtonpost.com/hc/en-us/articles/360002940991-Leadership-of-The-Washington-Post-newsroom
https://helpcenter.washingtonpost.com/hc/en-us/
https://helpcenter.washingtonpost.com/hc/en-us/articles/360004745292-Leadership-of-The-Washington-Post-Opinions-section
https://www.washingtonpost.com/solutions/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/licensing-syndication
https://helpcenter.washingtonpost.com/hc/en-us/articles/115003675928-Submit-a-correction
https://www.washingtonpost.com/anonymous-news-tips/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/discussions/2021/05/13/vulnerability-disclosure-policy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/information/2022/06/17/terms-sale-digital-products/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/information/2020/11/20/terms-sale-print-products/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/terms-of-service/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/cookie-policy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/discussions/2021/11/23/discussion-submission-guidelines/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/discussions/2021/01/01/rss-terms-service/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sitemap/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/information/2022/01/01/ad-choices/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/07/16/my-parents-heirlooms-are-company-not-clutter-throw-away/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/07/17/lindsey-graham-was-senate-pragmatist-southern-gentleman/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/07/17/social-security-crisis-is-coming-do-senate-candidates-have-plan/
https://www.forbes.com/health/l/best-glp-1-medications-noom-v2/?check=b&utm_campaign=00adf011f7f68442966504106fe43270f0&accountid=003cd3fca64f3e35c2760c979244e1e556&utm_content=%5Bpublisher_id%5D&utm_term=%5Bpublisher_name%5D&network=outbrain&placement=%5Bpublisher_id%5D&creative=00f966ac6c714f477fec11269aaa7912de&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=paid_native&obclid=%5Bob_click_id%5D&ecom_creative=00adf011f7f68442966504106fe43270f0&obOrigUrl=true
https://news.nutritionsciencedaily.com/click?key=ecb20872b8504c7c8252959b28380aa9&ob_click_id=%7B%7Bob_click_id%7D%7D&cpc=%7B%7Bcpc%7D%7D&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=paid&utm_campaign=prosp_dbchocmuf_wl-core_int-hwf_dsk&utm_content=I+Refused+to+Believe+a+Chocolate+Muffin+Could+Be+48+Calories.+Then+I+Tried+One.000a8b26d987b410e422c2d3d2a1fa6531&utm_term=%7B%7Bpublisher_name%7D%7D_%7B%7Bsection_name%7D%7D&ad_title=I+Refused+to+Believe+a+Chocolate+Muffin+Could+Be+48+Calories.+Then+I+Tried+One.&obOrigUrl=true
https://smartasset.com/retirement/find-a-financial-planner?utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=out__falc_direct_1point5milretire_allplatforms_tcpa_1225_t1_broad&utm_term=%7B%7Bsection_id%7D%7D&utm_content=000b12ce157bf7caa72498e73244f726ae&utm_id=%7B%7Bob_click_id%7D%7D&obOrigUrl=true
https://primenutritionfindings.com/defender-ig/?utm_source=native&utm_medium=outbrain&utm_campaign=PNF%7CRON%7CMulti%7CtCPA%7CJul+9th%7C143&utm_term=%7B%7Bpublisher_name%7D%7D&utm_content=acquisition&utm_headline=After+60%2C+Leg+Strength+Comes+From+One+Simple+Daily+Move&c=0029ff1b349bbf49b291b977a42082b506&p=%7B%7Bsection_id%7D%7D&q=pub_%7B%7Bpublisher_id%7D%7D&a=0059311a6dc21c6c375c34cb65692a0a59&cc=%7B%7Bcpc%7D%7D&obclick-us=%7B%7Bob_click_id%7D%7D&utm_sec=%7B%7Bsection_name%7D%7D&campaign_id=0029ff1b349bbf49b291b977a42082b506&ad_id=0059311a6dc21c6c375c34cb65692a0a59&ppcp_platform=outbrain&tw_source=outbrain&tw_campaign=0029ff1b349bbf49b291b977a42082b506&tw_adid=0059311a6dc21c6c375c34cb65692a0a59&obOrigUrl=true
https://click.2deliverynetworks.com/cf/r/6a0dacf3d153b70012386731?ob_click_id=%7B%7Bob_click_id%7D%7D&campaign_id=00965f517890eb900d438d77652f00eb4a&publisher_id=%7B%7Bpublisher_id%7D%7D&publisher_name=%7B%7Bpublisher_name%7D%7D&ad_id=0043ad8417bf98bceafdefec2a70395abe&ad_title=Honey%3A+The+Greatest+Enemy+of+Memory+Loss+%28See+How+to+Use+It%29&section_id=%7B%7Bsection_id%7D%7D&section_name=%7B%7Bsection_name%7D%7D&req_id=9a15fc9d8950f9c9ffd383965c1e0186&promoted_link_id=0043ad8417bf98bceafdefec2a70395abe&time_stamp=20260717092812&camp_name=Brain+WL2208-1+Copy-2&obOrigUrl=true
https://greensprout.com/15tips/v15/mobile/outbrainV7?sub1=NH&obclid=%7B%7Bob_click_id%7D%7D&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/07/16/erica-schwartz-confirmation-hearing-shows-her-impossible-task-cdc/?itid=MAP_RECIRC_TEST_0424
https://www.washingtonpost.com/

